
Good afternoon everyone, 

I am so pleased to report that we have began the transformation of our rather sad and unkempt garden area at             
Middleton Tyas.  The broken beds have been replaced with sturdy sleepers and a large proportion of the weeds 
have been removed.  The next phase is to add some compost to nourish the soil.  If anyone knows of anywhere 
that may donate some compost to the school, we would be very grateful.  Each class will have a specific area 
within the beds and we are hopeful that this means they can start planting in the Spring.  

The Year 1 outdoor area is really starting to take shape too!  Astroturf has been laid near the outdoor play shed 
and the wooden tuff trays have been constructed and filled with activities, so children can enjoy their outdoor 
learning in all weathers. 

I am really enjoying spending time at the Eppleby setting this term.  It has been extremely rewarding to witness 
the children’s awe and wonder about their Big Schools Bird Watch, which has taken place this week. 

Finally, we are very happy to have commenced with after school activities for KS1 and KS2 pupils this week.  

Monday:  St Michael’s Club & KS1 Multi-Skills 
Wednesday: Year 3 and 4 Benchball 
Thursday:  Year 5 and 6 Dodgeball 

There are still a few spaces remaining on all the clubs so if your child would like to attend any of them, please 
contact Mrs O’Brien at Middleton Tyas school office.  

Have a lovely weekend and lets hope the weather remains kind to us all so we can enjoy time in the great out-
doors. 

Kindest regards,  

Mrs D. McLean 
Acting Headteacher 
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A MESSAGE FROM MRS McLEAN 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Hair: Please can parents/carers ensure that all children have their hair tied back, if it is long enough to do so.  
This will not only help prevent any spread of headlice but it will also help with their learning!  We find that a lot 
of children are constantly pushing their hair away from their face as it is obscuring their vision in class.  This is 
especially important for PE, as accidents can occur.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this. 

Bus: If your child travels on the school bus it is imperative that bus slips are completed ready for the beginning 
of each half term.  From Monday 31st January, if we do not have a completed bus slip for the week ahead then 
your child will remain in school and will need to be collected by a parent/carer.  We need to ensure the safety of 
our pupils at all times and if we can’t be sure that there will be someone at the other end to collect the child off 
the bus, then we have no option but to keep them at school. 

Parking at Eppleby: Just a reminder that no parents/carers are to drive up or park on the Curtain (the road that 
leads up to the school gate).  This is only to be used by residents, staff and the school bus. 

Parking at Middleton Tyas: Please remember to park carefully when dropping off or collecting your child from 
school.  Residents need to access their property, pedestrians need to be able to see to cross roads safely and 
other road users need to be able to pass parked cars safely.  There are plenty of areas around the village to park 
without causing a danger to others. 



COVID - CURRENT GUIDANCE (UNCHANGED FROM LAST WEEK) 

Current Guidance 

 People self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to reduce their isolation period after 5 full days if 
they test negative on both day 5 and day 6 and do not have a temperature, from Monday, 17 January 

 Individuals who are still positive on their rapid lateral flow tests must stay in isolation until they have had 2 
consecutive negative tests taken on separate days or until the end of Day 10 of isolation - whichever is 
soonest. 

 Those who leave self-isolation on or after day 6 are strongly advised to wear face coverings and limit close 
contact with other people in crowded or poorly ventilated spaces, work from home if they can do so and 
minimise contact with anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if infected with COVID-19. 

 The default self-isolation period continues to be 10 days, and you may only leave self-isolation early if you 
have taken 2 rapid lateral flow tests and do not have a temperature in line with guidance. 

 People who receive positive lateral flow device (LFD) test results for coronavirus (COVID-19) will be          
required to self-isolate immediately and won’t be required to take a confirmatory PCR test. 

 Lateral flow tests are taken by people who do not have COVID-19 symptoms.  Anyone who develops 1 of 
the 3 main COVID-19 symptoms should stay at home and self-isolate and take a PCR test. They must         
self-isolate if they get a positive test result, even if they have had a recent negative lateral flow test – these 
rules have not changed. 

 If you take a lateral flow device test remember to log the result on the government website: https://
www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 

DIARY DATES - MAY CHANGE DEPENDENT ON CURRENT COVID GUIDELINES 

Every Thursday - Year 3 swimming lessons (the last one is on 24th March) 

Wednesday 26th January - Lower KS2 Hockey Tournament (individual children have been informed) 

Monday 7th February - Creative Arts Week 

Friday 18th February - Schools close for half term 

Monday 28th February - Schools open for children 

Friday 4th March - Hinduism/Dance workshop 

Monday 14th March - Start of Science week 

Friday 8th April - Schools close for Easter 

Monday 25th April - Inset Day (schools closed to children) 

Tuesday 26th April - School open for children 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Preschool - Esme Websdale for great concentration and skill when completing jigsaws independently.  Well done! 

Reception - Grace Tallentire for great interest in the RSPB Big Bird Watch and beautiful drawing of a blackbird.  Amazing 
artist Grace! 

Year 1 - Sebastian Wilkinson Gell for amazing reading.  He is reading so fluently and sounding out complex polysyllabic 
words with confidence.  Well done!  

Year 2 - Georgina Hawkins for some outstanding writing this week.  Great work Georgina! 

Year 3 - Lily Kay Hodgson for showing excellent perseverance with some new maths concepts.  Well done! 

Year 4 - Alex Clapham for showing perseverance with his learning, leading to progress in all areas.  Brilliant work Alex! 

Year 5 - Barnaby has completed some great writing this week about Emilia Earhart.  Well done Barnaby!  

Year 6 - Arabella Hodgson for always having a smile on her face, an incredible enthusiasm for learning and being an     
all-round delightful young lady.  Well done you! 

Bus children - Joseph Hawkins for being so good with his younger peers and for setting a great example to others.  Well 
done Joe! 
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