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Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the biggest of all plants 

and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and make their nests in its branches. 

(Matthew 13 vs. 31-32) 

 

MFL (French) POLICY  - Nov 21 

Intent  
At Trinity Academy, our school vision drives our entire curriculum. We inspire and 
nurture each unique individual to achieve their potential; encourage and support 
them to believe in themselves and to take pride in their work.  
The core language taught at Trinity Academy, is French. Our planning is based on 
the NYCC scheme of work which covers all the components of the National 
Curriculum. In September 2021, we will supplement this with: Blabolingo (an 
Erasmus-funded language game).  
Learning a foreign language is a necessary part of being a member of a multi-
cultural society and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages 
education should foster children's curiosity and deepen their knowledge and 
understanding of the world. The teaching of languages should enthuse and foster a 
love of learning languages.  
  
It is our intention that all children in KS2 will access quality first teaching of French 
by their class teacher in order to adequately prepare them for KS3. Children have 
weekly lessons in French throughout Key Stage 2.  Topics covered include: family, 
colours, animals, food and drink, the weather and hobbies. KS1 children will be 
introduced to MFL through exploring other languages informally when appropriate.  
  
The National Curriculum for Languages aims to ensure that all pupils:  

1. understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of 
authentic sources  
2. speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation  
3. can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt  
4. discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language 
studied.  
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At Trinity Academy, it is intended that when children leave they will have a natural 
curiosity and confidence to explore, other countries, cultures and languages, 
accepting that, in a multi-lingual society it is a valuable skill to be able to 
communicate effectively with others in another language.  They will be engaged and 
prepared to continue language learning at secondary school.  
  
Implementation  
Our MFL curriculum is designed to progressively develop children skills in languages, 
through regular taught lessons. Children progressively acquire, use and apply a 
growing bank of vocabulary organised around topics. Children are encouraged and 
supported to develop their speaking and listening skills through conversational work, 
singing activities and games. As confidence and skill grows, children record their 
work through pictures, captions and sentences.   
In KS2, each class has a weekly timetabled French lesson, which support the skills of 
speaking, listening, reading and writing:   

 We follow the NYCC scheme of work. Each unit from the scheme is designed 
to be taught over a half term. Each year group will have an overview of units to 
be taught during the academic year to ensure substantial progress and learning 
is achieved. When teaching mixed year groups each half termly topic focus is the 
same across the Key Stage and it is required for the class teacher to plan the 
lessons appropriately for the needs of the class.  
 Each teaching unit is divided into fully planned lessons, which has been 
designed to support staff with audio recordings of all the French content with 
accompanying English translations.  
 Reading and writing activities will be offered in all units.   
 Every unit will include a grammar concept which will increase in complexity as 
pupils move through the Key Stage. With a phonics focus for each session to 
further support accurate pronounciation.  
 Opportunities are provided to ensure that pupils are recalling previously learnt 
language and, by reusing it, will be able to recall it and use it with greater ease 
and accuracy. These tasks will help to link units together and show that pupils 
are retaining and recalling the language taught with increased fluency and ease.  
 During each unit the children experience at least one simple song and there 
are a range of games in school to encourage engagement.   
 Each lesson will incorporate materials to include 
ample speaking and listening tasks.  
 Units are progressive within themselves as subsequent lessons within a unit 
build on the language and knowledge taught in previous lessons. As pupils 
progress though the lessons in a unit they will build their knowledge and develop 
the complexity of the language they use.   
 Pupil learning and progression will be assessed at regular intervals in line with 
school policy. Teachers will aim to assess each language 
skill: (speaking, listening, reading and writing) throughout the academic year and 
record pupil’s progress using the NYCC assessment sheets.  
 Where appropriate, lessons are adapted to ensure that they are inclusive and 
accessible to all pupils. Gifted and talented children are challenged accordingly 
and given opportunities to showcase their work. 
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 In September 2021, the NYCC scheme will be supplemented by Blabolingo- an 
Erasmus- funded language game. The game- is split into different units, which 
align closely with our current planning. Each unit has 3 levels to complete.  

 
Pupils are taught to:    

1. listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in 
and responding  
2. explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and 
link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  
3. engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help   
4. speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures   
5. develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases  
6. present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences  
7. read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  
8. appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  
9. broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words 
that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary  
10.  write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clear  
11.  describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing  
12.  understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, 
including (where relevant):   feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation 
of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, 
for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.  

Impact  
The MFL subject leader monitors the impact of this policy through:  

 Book scrutiny  
 Pupil interview / survey  
 Teacher interview / survey  

Assessment criteria has been developed, in line with national curriculum aims, to 
enable teachers to assess the progress of children in their language learning as they 
move through Key Stage 2, ensuring that children are supported and challenged as 
appropriate.  This data is analysed and an action plan drawn up to address any 
identified gaps by the MFL Subject Lead.  
   
Pupil Voice is also used to further develop the MFL curriculum, through questioning 
of pupils' views and attitudes to learning a language.  
Non-negotiables  

Display  Each class will display Numbers (between 1 and 100).  
Days of the week and months of the year.  
Words that link with the current topic for additional 
support.  

Vocabulary  Will build on the language and knowledge taught in 
previous lessons with increasing complexity.  
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Main Teaching Input  Clear learning objective to be shared.  
Lessons will involve a range of speaking, listening, writing and 

grammar focus. Achieved through: games, songs and many 
opportunities to engage in conversations.   

Differentiated 
Activities  

Class Teacher will plan activities using suitable 
resources from NYCC and Blabolingo. These will have a 
combination of English/French vocabulary depending on the 
pupil’s need.   
The Blabolingo game has several levels for the individual 
child to work through at their own pace. There is plenty of 
repetition throughout the game to consolidate their 
learning.  

Plenary/Evaluation   Evaluate children’s learning, children should be able 
to articulate whether they have been successful.  

Evidence  Each class will record children’s work in:  
 Individual books (From Y3-Y6)  

Equal Opportunities  
We, at Trinity Academy, view equal opportunities in the widest possible sense as 
embracing the well-being, contribution and development of all members of the 
school community irrespective of gender, race, religion, ability, disability, age or 
socio-economic group.  
  
  

  

  
  

  
  

  

  
  

  
  

  
  

‘Languages are an integral part of the curriculum. Learning a language is ‘a liberation from insularity 
and provides an opening to other cultures’. It helps to equip pupils with the knowledge and cultural 
capital they need to succeed in life. It encourages pupils to appreciate and celebrate difference. The 
languages curriculum should also provide the foundation for learning further languages. It should 
enable pupils to study and work in other countries. In doing this, the languages curriculum has a 
potential positive impact on business and the economy.’  
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/curriculum-research-review-series-
languages/curriculum-research-review-series-languages).  
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