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Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the biggest of all plants 

and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and make their nests in its branches. 

(Matthew 13 vs. 31-32) 

Understanding of the World Policy: History 

Intent of Understanding the World:  

At Trinity Academy, humanities consists of History, Geography and Modern Foreign 

Languages. Each has something unique to offer pupils, each adding to their 

understanding of the World and their place within it.  

It is our intent to develop cross curricular links and strengthen further links to the 

local and wider World by increasing and deepening pupil’s knowledge and 

understanding.  

Intent statement for History: 

Our intent curriculum for History is to fire our pupil’s curiosity and inspire them to 

look at choices and beliefs of people and events from the past.  

Implementation of History: 

History is taught following a varied and engaging long term plan from Years 1-6 in a 

rotation, each term there is a specific focus on either History or Geography 

depending on the topic, which link to the National Curriculum but also linked to the 

children’s interests.  

In the Foundation Stage the children lead the learning based on fascinations but also 
key historical and geographical events, celebrations or places. With the 
implementation of the revised EYFS Framework for September 2021 there is a drive 
and focus on the past and present from a young age.  

 

Children at the expected level of development will:  

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
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 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 

 

Units of work are carefully planned, using key skills and concepts as drivers and 

mapped out on progression documents from Early Years to Year 6 to ensure 

continuity and progression. Books are used as stimulus with a balance of concrete 

skills and abstract concepts being taught. Exposure to real life places, experiences 

and where possible individuals are a vital component of the humanities curriculum 

experience at Trinity Academy. Where appropriate, lessons are adapted to ensure 

that they are inclusive and accessible to all pupils. Gifted and talented children are 

challenged accordingly and given opportunities to showcase their work. 

 

Non-negotiables: 

This will be monitored through learning walks, pupil conferencing, work scrutiny and 

lesson observations. 

Vocabulary  ‘Historical Talk’ based on the NC expectations and the 

vocabulary progression list  

 Introduce children to a range of artefacts and relevant 

materials and where possible have a historical display 

with key vocabulary  

Main Teacher Input  Clear LO, displayed for class to see. 

 When age/ability appropriate, LO to be written in book 

under date Teacher modelling of concepts/skills (main 

teaching input). 

 Utilise opportunity for discussion (think, pair, share) 

 Staff should have high expectations of pupils work and 

this should follow the school’s policy and procedures on 

presentation 

 Work from KS1-KS2 should be labelled as #History 

 An interactive display with relevant artefacts should 

where possible be used for the topic.  
 

 

 

Resources: 

Links with local museums such as The Station, Richmond Museum and The Green 

Howards Museum, we will look to loan out artefacts boxes where possible to support 

the teaching and learning of topics. 

Visits  
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Visits, either in or out of school, are an important way of stimulating pupils’ 

imagination and giving them a sense that the past was real. The visits/visitors may 

vary according to the individual needs of the year group but they will be chosen to 

fit in with the requirements of the Programme of Study. Teachers must be clear 

about the aim of a visit, ensuring that specific learning intentions are made and 

suitable preparatory work is planned. 

 

Cross Curricular Links  

Teachers make cross-curricular links when planning and will note these on the first 

page of planning where relevant.  

Literacy – history and Geography require speaking, listening reading and most forms 

of writing eg labelling, recounting, instructions, explanations, letter writing.  

Mathematics – time and dates, knowledge of chronology.  

Computing - presenting written work, CD-ROMS, DVDs and the Internet selectively, 

use of PowerPoint. 

RE - place events and themes in context common to all the Humanities subjects. 

PSHE – social awareness. 

Art/DT – present information in a creative way, work that supports a topic, art 

pieces created using the methods of the time studied. 

Science – engineering and health. 

Music – linked to the period studies. 

PE – create physical activities of the period, participate in games from the period. 

 

Impact of Humanities: 

Children’s progress is monitored through: 

1. Long term plans 

2. Progression Documents 

3. Target Tracker statements and a final end of year judgment 

4. Tapestry for the Foundation Stage 

Book audits evidence that children are able to apply a range of skills and concepts, 

and pupil conferencing affirms pupil’s passion and love for a subject or specific 

aspect of it.  

Children are engaged and motivated to learn and they develop a detailed 

knowledge. Through our curriculum, all pupils from Early Years to Year 6 increase 
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their knowledge of significant people and places from History, the local and wider 

World. 

 

 

The Role of the History Subject Leader  

The History Subject Leader is responsible for the development and monitoring of the 

History curriculum. The Subject Leader should:  

 Review and contribute to teacher planning 
 Prepare policy, curriculum plans and schemes of work 

 Develop policy and scheme of work with staff 
 Prepare subject development plan 
 Encourage staff to provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils  

The Subject Leader will assist staff by: -   

Helping colleagues to develop their own subject expertise 
 

  Ensuring common standards and formats for recording and assessment 

  Leading staff meetings 

  Planning/leading INSET activities 

  Providing consultancy and advice 

  Specifying, collecting and ordering resources 

  Co-ordinating staff requests for resources 

  Monitoring and maintaining condition and availability of resources 

  Communicating developments in the subject 
 
The Subject Leader’s responsibility for monitoring and evaluating includes: -   
 
Analysing pupil’s access to the subject 
 

  Reviewing teachers’ plans 

  Monitoring levels of achievement 

  Observing classroom practice 

  Assessing children’s work to help to evaluate the effectiveness of teaching and 

learning   
 Talking with children about their learning in History 
 The subject leader may keep samples of the children’s work in a file that shows 

what the expected level of achievement is in History in each year of the school.  
 

 

Equal Opportunities: 

We, at Trinity Academy, view equal opportunities in the widest possible sense as 

embracing the well-being, contribution and development of all members of the 
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school community irrespective of gender, race, religion, ability, disability, age or 

socio-economic group. 
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