
Dear Parents and Carers,   

What a fantastic day we had on Thursday at the launch of our DRUMBA programme in school.  DRUMBA incorporates the 
skills of drumming with aerobic style dance.  Children and staff alike, had a superb day and thoroughly enjoyed showing off 
their fantastic skills, whilst having so much fun.  It was a delight to see the children looking so happy and full of                 
enthusiasm.   A huge well done to Mr Keane, Mrs Parker, Mrs Booth, Mr McCulloch, Miss Yarrow, Miss Bartle and Mrs 
James, alongside myself, who have now been trained and certified to deliver this fantastic programme.  They have worked 
tirelessly, in their own time, to learn the routines to deliver to the children.  Now we are up and running we can't wait to 
extend our skills to new heights.  Watch this space!  

Thank you to those who have already donated for our Race for life. There was a technical issue over the weekend that   
prevented access.  This has now been rectified and can be accessed here Race For Life 2021 - https://
fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/trinity-academy-middleton-tyas  

On the 28th April Zac in Year 4 will be having his hair, which he has been growing for a number of years, cut off.   Zac says 
'I've decided to fundraise for little Princess Trust and I'd really appreciate your support.'  If you'd like to support Zac with 
this thoughtful act of kindness, please visit his just giving page www.justgiving.com/fundraising/zac-airey 

We are aware that many parents enjoy using social media to keep in touch with friends and family, and inevitably chat 
about their children and school.  Could we please remind you that it is not appropriate to make negative comments about 
other people's children and if parents have any concerns about anything which happens in our schools, then please        
contact us directly.  

Please be reminded that pupil absences are to be phoned into the school office no later than 9.30am on each day of       
absence.  If you use Class Dojo to inform the teacher please also follow this up with the school office and leave a voicemail 
stating the reason for absence. 

Have a lovely weekend and stay safe!  

Kind regards,  

Mrs  D. McLean 

Head of School 
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A MESSAGE FROM MRS McLEAN 

COVID SYMPTOMS INFORMATION  
If you or any of your family have COVID symptoms, the government have advised you to    self-isolate 
and get a test.  Please click on the following link for information on how to do this:                  
www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

IF YOUR CHILD HAS ANY OF THE SIGNS OR SYMPTOMS OF COVID, PLEASE KEEP THEM AT HOME AND 
CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE.  

Please note that we have updated our site specific risk assessments.  They can be viewed on the website, 

along with lot of other useful information, on our 'Coronavirus' Page. Please click here to open the page. 

From time to time you may need to contact the school. 

If your child is in Preschool or Reception, please direct all queries to Mrs Storrow at Eppleby Forcett. 

Tel: 01325 718298.   Email: efadmin@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org 

If your child is in Years 1 to 6, please direct all queries to Mrs O’Brien at Middleton Tyas. 

Tel: 01325 377285.  Email: mtadmin@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org 

If your query or concern needs to be dealt with by a senior member of staff then our Head of School, Mrs McLean, can be contacted on 
a daily basis if necessary.  Please do this by contacting the relevant school office and we will ensure Mrs McLean gets in contact with 
you.  Our Executive Headteacher, Mrs Williamson, can be contacted if required but please bear in mind that she works for our schools 
60% of the time, so is not always available. 

Thank you. 

CONTACT WITH SCHOOL 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 

Mel (Preschool): Evie Parkinson for being helpful with the younger children and doing super sharing.  Well done Evie!  

Mrs James (Reception): Frankie Lee for settling into new routines very well, making new friends and a very enthusiastic approach to 
learning about teen numbers.  Great learning Frankie!  

Miss Bartle (Y1): Ena Hobbs, for her amazing writing this week.  It is clear to see that Ena has a real passion for creative writing and it 
has been wonderful to see her independent creations transferred in to her class work.  Well done superstar!  

Miss Yarrow (Y2): Oliver West for fantastic and accurate measuring using centimetres.  Also for being helpful to others in class to 
help them measure accurately too.  Well done! 

Mrs Wass & Mr Gatrill (Y3): Holly Simpson for showing real determination and perseverance with her work this week.  Well done Holly! 

Mr Keane (Y4): Charlotte Marshall for writing a super story based on ideas from our class novel.  Great work Charlotte!  

Mrs Parker (Y5): Amelia Kimber for having an excellent start to Middleton Tyas and she has settled into Tyas Terriers really well.  She 
is a hard worker and is a friendly and sociable young lady.  Well done Amelia.  

Mr McCulloch (Y6): Elsie Boyd is a very pleasant and popular girl who tries hard in everything she does.  She is polite and respectful 
and as such is the perfect Year 6 role model. Well done Elsie! 

Mrs Taylor (Bus children): Harry Addison for being a superstar this week on the bus.  Well done Harry! 

Preschool have been learning lots of Phase 1 Phonics.  They have been listening to the different sounds and             
identifying them to the vehicles and horses passing Preschool.  The children have been writing lots of cards to develop 
mark making and talking about why we send them, and who we can send them to.  They have also   
enjoyed the visits from some chicks and lambs!  This was an amazing opportunity for the children to 
touch and learn about the animals.  We would like to say a big thank you to both Sally and Laura for 
bringing them into school. 

Reception had some very special visitors in their outdoor area this week.  On Monday, we got to see 
some chicks that were just a couple of days old and on Tuesday, we had three little lambs come to visit us.  Many thanks 
to Sally and Laura for their time - the children loved these experiences.  Our book of the week was 'The Enormous       
Turnip' and the children really enjoyed joining in with the repeated refrains.  The Jellyfish have also been revisiting the 
sounds 'ai' and 'igh' and have continued to learn about teen numbers.   

Year 1 have been busy following their first clues to solve the mystery of The Queen's missing hat and handbag.  They have made 
fantastic predictions about what they believe has happened and are excited to use our class story to help them investigate it in more 
depth over the coming weeks. 

What a busy week Year 2 have had!  Double DRUMBA sessions in front of special visitors, PE with our coach, writing comic strips about 
finding Paddington Bear last week and drawing round our shadows as part of a Maths and Science investigation is only the start!  The 
children have been extremely busy and have also been enjoying the sunshine to help with learning. In Maths, the children have been 
measuring with centimetres and metres and in RE the children have been reflecting upon the topic of Forgiveness and Friendship.   
Another great week in school! 

In Year 3 this week, the children have continued with their work on Fractions; looking at unit and on-unit fractions as well as problem 
solving.  In English, they have started their new book 'Song of the Dolphin Boy', by predicting what they think the story might be about.  
The most exciting thing this week was the launch of DRUMBA, we all absolutely loved our session with Mrs McLean and Mrs Booth.   

Year 4 have been looking at plants as part of their Science work.  The children have started an experiment by planting a bean seed 
and are hoping that it will shoot.  If it does, the children will investigate how it grows if they put it in the dark, in the cold or do not give 
it water.  Watch this space to find out what happens!  The class have started their class novel for this term - 'Song of the Dolphin Boy', 
a story set in the Scottish Highlands and they have also had great fun doing DRUMBA and tennis.  

In Year 5 this week, the children have been learning how mountains are formed and researching facts about some of the best-known 
mountain ranges in the world.  In Maths, they have been writing decimal sequences and solving problems.  In Science and Computing, 
the children have been introduced to Minecraft Education. They have also enjoyed another fabulous DRUMBA workout this week and 
have improved their understanding of the rudiments.  Well done Terriers. 

Year 6 It's been another busy week in Year 6!  This week, the children have written some fantastic persuasive texts linked to the class 
topic of Ancient Greece.  They put together their knowledge of ancient Athens with their persuasive writing skills to write some superb 
pieces of work; do check Dojo as many have uploaded it.  The children have also learned about a timeline of happenings during the 
ancient Greek period as well as the differences between 'Athens' and 'Sparta'.  In PE, the class worked really hard on their DRUMBA on 
both Monday and Thursday as well as putting maximum effort into the pentathlon on Tuesday.  In Maths, the class mastered 
'understanding pie charts' and began constructing some of their own.  As ever, please check Dojo for regular updates.  

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO IN SCHOOL THIS WEEK? 

Mrs James would like to say a huge thank you for making her big birthday 

such a special one!   

Your good wishes, cards and gifts were all very much appreciated. 



From 1 April 2018 the Government introduced new regulations for people claiming free schools meals who re-
ceive Universal Credit. The change means that if your net annual earnings are more than £7,400 you will not be 
eligible to claim free school meals. 

Pupils who received free school meals before 1 April 2018 and pupils who are assessed as eligible after 1 April 
2018 will continue to receive free school meals until the end of the universal roll out period, which is expected 
to be March 2022. This applies even if they no longer meet the eligibility criteria at a subsequent point during 
the roll out period. 

At the end of the Universal Credit roll out period, any existing pupil who no longer meets the eligibility criteria 
will continue to receive free school meals until the end of their current phase of education, i.e. primary or       
secondary school. 

Qualifying for free school meals 

To qualify for free school meals you must fulfil one of the following criteria: 

 Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by 
earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per month); 

 Income Support; 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance; 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance; 

 Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; 
 The guarantee element of Pension Credit; 

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual household 
gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or 

 Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 
Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers' Allowance do not     
entitle you to claim free school meals. 

Apply for free school meals 

If you meet the criteria, apply by using the  application form (docx / 147 KB). 

Applications are usually processed within five working days. You will be notified in writing, either by post or 
email, if your child is entitled and we will also let the school know. You should continue to pay until confirmation 
comes through. Schools may be able to arrange reimbursement of payment made while your entitlement is    
being confirmed. 

Free school meals claims cannot be backdated. They are awarded from the date we receive the application, 
once eligibility is confirmed. This is because there is a legal requirement for a request to be made, before a free 
school meal can be provided. 

If you are not entitled to free school meals, you will be notified in writing. 

For more information please visit the NYCC website: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Thank you everyone for being so patient whilst we have ironed out the problems with our new payment system 
called My Child At School (MCAS).  There will no doubt be a few more bumps in the road as we use it more! 

Everyone should have received an activation email and both schools are now live.  If you have a child at Eppleby 
and Middleton Tyas then you will receive separate activation emails and you must activate both separately with 
the details you receive.  Please follow the instructions very carefully and hopefully it will work. 

MY CHILD AT SCHOOL 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/fileroot/Education%20and%20learning/School%20meals/FMB1%20-%20FSM%20APPLICATION%20Sept%202020.docx
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The Friends have decided to go ahead with plans for the Summer Fair this year.  

It will be so nice to gather together again as a community and we are hoping to 
have lots of exciting things to do including food, drink and entertainment.  

Put the date in your diary - Saturday July 17th. 

If you’ve got ideas or you’d like to be involved then join us on May 4th on Zoom for 
a planning meeting or message us with offers of help.  

friends@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org 

FRIENDS 

 

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has today launched The Big Ask – the 

largest ever consultation with children aged 4 to 17 in England.  It aims to find out children’s concerns and aspi-

rations about the future, so that we can put children at the heart of our country’s recovery from the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) outbreak. 

All schools are encouraged to support their pupils to complete this survey.  A range of teaching resources have 

also been produced, including lesson plans and activity packs, to help teachers incorporate this into their les-

sons. 

Parents, care givers and those working with children are also invited to complete the adult survey to share their 

views about the future for children and young people today, and what they think is holding young people back. 

The results from this survey will help the Children’s Commissioner identify the barriers preventing children from 

reaching their potential, put forward solutions and set ambitious goals for the country to achieve. 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF CHILDREN - THE BIG ASK 
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