
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had a lovely week in our schools with a festive feeling throughout.  Everyone is getting into the Christmas spirit 
and the children have very much enjoyed opening their advent calendars and carrying out their acts of kindness.  

All of the children at Eppleby enjoyed a surprise visit from our local police officer this week.  Helenor 
explained why she had a big police truck, what was in the back of it (not 'bad people' as one child      
suggested!) and how she helps our local community.  The children loved hearing the three different 
sirens and seeing the flashing lights.  They are also very busy rehearsing for their Christmas                 
performance which will now be recorded and shared on Tapestry.  Parents will still get an opportunity 
to see their children performing carols around the tree, at 2:30pm (Reception) and 3:15pm (Preschool), 
on Wednesday 16th December.  

A huge well done to our Year 2 children, who all completed their phonics screening check this week.  
You are all superstars!  

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our two new governors, Nick Downing and Hana Buhlova.  We are really    
looking forward to working with them in their role as a critical friend, to support and challenge our schools to be the very 
best they can be for our children.  

Looking ahead to next week, Friday is Christmas Jumper Day for everyone and Christmas 
lunch at Middleton Tyas.  Historically, on Christmas Jumper Day, children have brought in a 
voluntary contribution of £1 which we donate to 'Save the Children'.  This year we have    
created a Just Giving page,  so if you would like to donate to this worthy cause please click 
on the following link: Our Christmas Jumper Day .  Please do not bring money into school. 

Don’t forget that our Christmas Art competition closes on Friday 11th December.  We haven’t had many entries so it would 
be so lovely if you could encourage your children to take part and send their entry to Friends. 

Have a lovely weekend and stay safe! 

Kind regards,  

Mrs  D. McLean 

Head of School 
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A MESSAGE FROM MRS McLEAN 

From time to time you may need to contact the school. 

If your child is in Preschool or Reception, please direct all queries to Mrs Storrow at Eppleby Forcett. 

Tel: 01325 718298.   Email: efadmin@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org.  Office hours: 08:30-15:30 

If your child is in Years 1 to 6, please direct all queries to Mrs O’Brien at Middleton Tyas. 

Tel: 01325 377285.  Email: mtadmin@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org.   Office hours: 08:15-15:45 

If your query or concern needs to be dealt with by a senior member of staff then our Head of School, Mrs McLean, can be 
contacted on a daily basis if necessary.  Please do this by contacting the relevant school office and we will ensure Mrs 
McLean gets in contact with you as soon as possible.  Our Executive Headteacher, Mrs Williamson, can be contacted if   
required but please bear in mind that she works for our schools 60% of the time, so is not always available. 

We are aware that there have been some issues with our Middleton Tyas email account, in so far as emails are not being 
received by Mrs O’Brien.  If you have sent an email and have not received a reply the same day then please ring the       
Middleton Tyas school office and Mrs O’Brien will deal with your query.  This will enable us to investigate any issues and 
report them to our IT team if required. 

Our sincere apologies to anyone that hasn’t had a reply but this is certainly not intentional. 

Thank you. 

CONTACT WITH SCHOOL 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cjd200015773
mailto:efadmin@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org
mailto:mtadmin@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org


Our Stars of the Week are:  
Mel and the Team (Preschool): Mia McGarrell for always coming in happily.  Mia is always willing to try out new activities and sits 
nicely for story time and circle time. 

Mrs James (Reception): Robyn Midcalf for enthusiastically contributing to class discussions.  She listens carefully and then shares her 
fantastic ideas and suggestions.  Well done Robyn! 

Miss Bartle (Y1): Orla Parkington for working so hard!  She has consistently pushed herself with her writing and Maths all week, during 
lesson time and in 'play to learn'.  Orla's kind nature also always sees her being a supportive friend to everyone in her class. Well done!  

Ms Ray (Y2): Harry Liversedge-Gell for being an excellent example for the rest of the class and for always explaining his ideas with so 
much detail.  

Miss Yarrow (Y3): Melody- Rose Allen for making a super effort with her writing, joining her handwriting and creating a fantastic    
newspaper report.  Well done! 

Mr Keane (Y4):  Toby Long for a much improved attitude to learning, and for making good progress in his reading.  

Mrs Parker (Y5): Lexy Lowe for doing some super research on Anne Frank and contributing to our class History display. 

Mr McCulloch (Y6): Oliver Long for having a very quiet and conscientious attitude to his learning and always producing high quality 
work.  However, Matthew Brown is also our Star of the Week!  We have absolutely loved having Matthew in our class since September.  
Sadly he is leaving us today but we wish him all the very best and know he will be amazing wherever he goes.  

Preschool: Preschool children have enjoyed the new Christmas decorations in their classroom.  It has inspired them to 
paint some beautiful Christmas trees.  They have also enjoyed using their recently learnt scissor skills to carefully cut out 
pictures of toys and make their own letters and lists for Santa. 

Reception: In Reception class, it's beginning to look a lot like Christmas!  On Monday morning, the children were very     
excited to see that the 'Eppleby Elves' had decorated their classroom.  There were new Christmas books to read; a new tuff 
tray activity to decorate a Christmas tree;  templates of Santa's sleigh and a Christmas tree to make with Numicon tiles and 
Christmas snap cards!  In Maths, the children have enjoyed learning about one more and one less and in Phonics the new 
digraphs were th and ng.  Our book of the week was 'Stick Man' and the children enjoyed following his adventures through 
the seasons and joining in with the repeated refrain.   

Year 1: This week Year 1 have explored even more of their class story and particularly enjoyed meeting Great Aunt Rose. 
This term Year 1 have been considering 'What do you do with an idea?'.  They have especially enjoyed learning what     
Wassily Kandinsky did to portray his ideas and feelings, do ask them to tell you all about it! 

Year 2: In Year 2, it has been a busy week full of assessments!  We finished our Advent Calendar in time for Tuesday and  
the children have been practising their lines for a surprise virtual Nativity... more to be revealed very soon! 

Year 3: In Year 3 this week, the children have worked on tricky word problems and continued to exchange when            
subtracting.  In English, our class text is really inspiring the children to write.  Genres have included wonderful newspaper 
reports on some of their favourite parts of the story, an instruction manual for making our own chariot and retelling one of 
the chapters in detail.  This week we focussed on the Roman Empire and what the Romans did for us.  This then inspired 
our RE by looking at the different Gods and Goddesses. 

Year 4: This week Year 4 have been busy as usual.  In Maths, the children have been working very hard on their 7, 8 and 
9 times tables.  To keep their learning fun, the children played 'Times Table Snakes and Ladders', before designing a       
multiplication themed board game of their own.  Some of these are really imaginative and the children will laminate them 
when finished so that the other children can play them (and practise their tables at the same time!)  In English this week, 
the class have looked at different kinds of nouns,- proper nouns, abstract nouns and pronouns.  In their writing, the        
children have been practising using pronouns to make their sentences sound better, with less repetition.  

Year 5: In Year 5 this week, the children have been revising and learning some new grammar rules.  They have been   
multiplying big numbers and solving equations in Maths.  In History, they have been researching what happened to Anne 
Frank during World War 2.  Finally, they have started their next Christmas craft project.  

Year 6: It's been another great week in Year 6, where is the time going? This week, the children have been writing some 
fantastic persuasive letters linked to the well-known Christmas film 'The Muppet's Christmas Carol'.  Do check your child's 
Dojo account to see their amazing work.  They have also been busy in their PE sessions practising their hockey skills.  They 
applied their learning from the last few weeks to take part in some small sided games.  In Science, the children continued 
their healthy bodies topic and learned about the effect of smoking on the body as well as the difference between harmful 
and helpful drugs.  They were also treated to an interactive online WW2 lesson from RAF Cosford.  This was a lovely way to 
bring the topic together and an opportunity to ask questions, the children came up with some fantastic ones too!  Finally, 
they began designing their Christmas stockings to make in the coming weeks.  

WHAT HAVE YOUR CHILDREN BEEN DOING IN CLASS THIS WEEK? 

INFORMATION 



INFORMATION Cont…….. 

COVID UPDATE 

The government is constantly updating their guidance. Please 
click here to be taken to their website which will give you the 
most up to date information. 

Track and Trace: The NHS Test and Trace App is now available.  
If you haven't already, please download to your phone/smart 
device by visiting:  

https://www.covid19.nhs.uk/ 

Tests: If you or any of your family have COVID symptoms, the 
government have advised you to get a test.  Please click on the 
following link for information on how to do this.  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 

Advice for parents: By clicking here you will be taken to the   
government webpage that gives detailed information on how to 
help your child during the pandemic.  This includes supporting 
their learning if isolating at home and ways in which to help with 
their mental health and wellbeing. 

IF YOUR CHILD HAS ANY OF THE SIGNS OR SYMPTOMS OF 
COVID, PLEASE KEEP THEM AT HOME AND CONTACT THE 
SCHOOL OFFICE. 

Thank you. 

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS SEPTEMBER 2021 

If you have a child that is due to start in their Reception 
year in September 2021, you will need to apply for their 
school place on the North Yorkshire admissions website, 
before the deadline of Friday 15th January 2021. 

www.northyorks.gov.uk/school-admissions 

Mrs James has produced a lovely virtual tour video to show 
you what we have to offer at our schools. 

Please click on the links below to view the video and if you 
have any questions or would like to talk to us about your 
child starting school in September 2021, please contact   
either school office and Mrs Storrow or Mrs O’Brien will be 
only too happy to help you. 

In the admissions section of our website there is lots of             
information about applying to our schools. 

       Facebook link       Website Link 

REMINDERS 

Here are a few reminders for you all; 

1. Please phone any absences in before 9:30am each day with 

full details of the reason. 

2. If your child or household member has COVID symptoms, do 

not send your child to school until the person concerned has 

a negative test result or until the recommended period of 

isolation has ended. 

3. If your child has sickness or diarrhoea, please keep them off 

school until 48 hours have passed since their last bout of it. 

4. Please make sure you check your ParentPay account regular-

ly and pay for any lunches or fees in advance.   

5. At Eppleby Forcett please do not park on, or drive up, The 

Curtain (the road beside the main school gate) as it has im-

pact on our neighbours. 

6. At Middleton Tyas, please park courteously and do not block 

any driveways or footpaths. 

Thank you. 

EARLY YEARS CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE 

On Wednesday 16th December, we will be uploading a vid-
eo to Tapestry of our Christmas performances at Eppleby 
Forcett.  Each class will be performing Carols from the 
Christmas Story. 

As this year is very different, we are asking parents to come 
to school slightly earlier that day for collection, for you to 
enjoy the children singing Carols around the Christmas 
Tree, and perhaps join in! 

Reception parents are welcome to come along at 2:30pm. 

Preschool parents are welcome to come along at 3:15pm. 

It will be lovely to see you all and 
please remember to socially    
distance outside our school. 

Thank you. 

Thursday 10th December - Deadline for My Child’s Art orders 
Friday 11th December - Deadline for Friends Christmas Art Competition 
Friday 11th December - Christmas Jumper Day - donations can be made on the Just Giving page 
Friday 11th December - Christmas Dinner at Middleton Tyas (not Pizza Friday!) 
Wednesday 16th December - Early Years Carols around the tree (more details overleaf) 
Wednesday 16th December - Children’s Christmas lunch at Eppleby Forcett 
Wednesday 16th December - Christmas Party Food at Middleton Tyas 
Friday 18th December - Last day of term 
Monday 4th January - Inset day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 5th January - School re-opens to children 

DIARY DATES - DATES IN RED ARE EVENTS RUN BY THE FRIENDS 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.covid19.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/education-and-childcare
http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/school-admissions
https://www.facebook.com/efmtschools/
https://www.trinityefmt.dalesmat.org/our-school/admissions/
http://www.facebook.com/efmtschools/
https://www.trinityefmt.dalesmat.org/our-school/admissions/


MY CHILD’S ART 

Your children have been very busy creating a wonderful 
Christmas design that can be printed onto many wonderful 
things. 

Please visit My Child’s Art and enter the unique code       
detailed below to view the designs. 

 Click on Log In 

 Scroll down and click on CLICK HERE next to Group 
Order Portal 

 Type in Username and Password you were given (it is 
case sensitive) 

 Type in your child’s name and click search 

 Click on your child and click ADD, do this for each 
child you have 

 Click on Proceed with the above children 
 

If you need the username and password emailing to 
you again, please contact either school office. 
 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS 

10TH DECEMBER  

CHRISTMAS JUMPER SWAP SHOP 

We have opened up the Uniform Swap Shop for Christmas 
jumpers in the run up to Christmas Jumper Day, which is on 
Friday 11th December. 

This is a great way of recycling your Christmas jumpers that 
are too small and benefitting your schools at the same 
time. 

Head over to our Facebook group for more information -  

https://www.facebook.com/ groups/368507704345627  

 

Email: friends@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org              Facebook: https://en-gb.facebook.com/friendsofTrinityEFMT/ 

CHRISTMAS COMPETITION FOR EVERYONE 

We have decided to have the same competi-
tion across both settings and will be providing 
an age appropriate Nativity prize for each class 
at Middleton Tyas as well as Eppleby Forcett. 

To enter, all you need to do is get your child to 
create a piece of artwork, this can be a        
drawing, painting, collage, etc, of “The Very 
First Christmas”.  This will also be a chance to 
help children understand why we celebrate 
Christmas. 

Once they have created it you can either post a       
photograph of it on our Friends Facebook page 
with the caption #FirstChristmas or email it to 
us and we will enter it into the competition.  
Don’t forget to mention their first name and 
year group. 

Good luck!  We can’t wait to see all the       
wonderful creations. 

The competition closes on                    
11th December.  

https://mychildsart.co.uk/order/home/
https://www.facebook.com/%20groups/368507704345627
mailto:friends@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org

