
 
 

 

         
Influence Church are an active and growing church who are passionate 
about our local community. StoreHouse is a part of Influence Church which 
serves as primarily a food bank but we also try and help support people with 
other provisions where we see a need. 
 
One way we do this is through our School Uniform Bank.  Last year we held 
our School Uniform Bank in Richmond, Barnard Castle and Bishop Auckland. 
We received generous donations of clothing and school supplies from local 
schools and communities. We provided for over 271 children from both 
primary and secondary schools.  
 
A few statistics we found on the subject really made it clear to us that there 
is a need. An article in The Teaching Times reports that is costs, on average 
£316 per secondary school pupil.  An estimated 780,000 children must wear 
uniforms that do not fit because their parents cannot afford to keep buying 
new uniform.  According to the report, children whose parents cannot afford 
the cost of uniforms often face the humiliation of punishment or bullying for 
not having the specific clothing or kit.  Around 350,000 children are sent 
home for wearing ‘incorrect’ items each year.  The report estimated that 
more than 1.1 million children live in families that have cut back spending on 
food and other essentials because of uniform costs. It is also estimated that 
£140 million worth of clothes go into landfill each year.  
 
We feel that this year there may be even more need, due to the current 
economic climate and the effects from Covid-19. With this in mind, we plan 
on running the School Uniform Bank again this year.  
 
We are writing to ask you if you would be able to generously donate your 
unclaimed lost property to help with this cause. We will accept all items 
including items with logos, as these are the most sought-after items. 
 
We are looking to receive as many uniform donations as possible so 
it would also be great if you could help us make parents aware of the 
scheme, so they could also make donations. 
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This year the dates for our uniform bank are: 
 
Richmond-  Wednesday 5th August  4-6pm 
Barnard Castle- Thursday 6th August   4-6pm 
Penrith-  Wednesday 12th August 4-6pm 
Bishop Auckland- Thursday 13th August  4-6pm 
 
For reassurance, we will be ensuring we conduct safe hygiene practices in 
line with government guidelines surrounding Covid-19. We will also have 
measures in place to allow our volunteers and clients to exercise social 
distancing, again, according to the latest government guidelines. 
 
Thank you so much for your time, and I look forward to hearing from you 
soon. If you would like any further information, please don’t hesitate to ask.  
 
Please contact us through our email address 
storehouse@influencechurch.co.uk to arrange for us to collect donations. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Suz Gregory 
StoreHouse Co-ordinator 
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