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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Update 5th June - Re-opening for additional year groups 
 
It has been wonderful to welcome our Year 1 children back to school today! I am 
especially delighted that we have managed to offer a place to all of the families who 
requested one, due to being able to use our spacious hall at Middleton Tyas. A huge 
thank you to all of the staff who have been getting the school ready for the children to 
return and especially to Mrs McLean who has been busy putting up signs, setting up 
one-way systems and even made a lovely welcome back video for the children! 
 
I do know that it has been a difficult couple of weeks and I know extremely 
challenging, and at times very frustrating, for parents and children. Believe me, it has 
been extremely frustrating for staff too, but we have always tried to make the best 
decision for our families, in line with the national guidance within the tight timescales 
we have had to work in. Unfortunately, these are unprecedented times and the 
guidance at national level has been constantly changing. Just last week there were 
over 43 updates to various documents, which we have had to adhere to. 
 
Throughout this pandemic, schools have provided provision for the children of key 
workers and vulnerable children, where it was not safe or possible for them to stay at 
home. For the past 11 weeks, we have provided full wrap around care from 7.50am to 
5.30pm at our Richmond setting, enabling our key workers to remain on the frontline 
– fighting this awful disease – and we will continue to do so. We have been extremely 
grateful that, although many families were eligible to use this provision, they actually 
decided to keep their children safe at home. Thank you so much for helping us all to 
stay safe. 
 
In line with national guidance, we had hoped to welcome back some groups of 
children in Preschool, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. However, times are changing. 
Lockdown restrictions are being lifted and there is now a huge pressure for more and 
more people to return to work. Across our schools, we have had a significant increase 
in the number of families requesting places at our key worker provision. I also take 
this as a compliment that families have faith in our plans and know that we will do our 
utmost to keep the children safe.  
 
As you know, we are part of the Dales Academies Trust and, as such, they have been 
responsible for ‘signing off’ and agreeing our plans. Although some schools opened to 
additional pupils from 1st June, the Trust agreed the start date of 4th June to ensure 
that through risk assessments and robust safety measures could be put in place and 
that the Trust had time to consider and approve them.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Although we had our initial meeting with the Trust Board on Tuesday afternoon, we  
had to rethink our plans and the difficult decision was made not to open for Year 6s, 
but to open an additional Key Worker provision in line with the government priorities. 
Year 6 parents were contacted immediately to let them know that school was not 
opening to Year 6s, but families were reminded that Key Workers could access a 
place.  
 
The following ‘Bubble’ model was agreed by the Trust Board on Wednesday afternoon 
and as soon as the meeting finished, we immediately contacted parents in Early Years 
and Year 1 to offer places, based on a hierarchy of needs. Unfortunately, there are a 
couple of children who haven’t received a place at this time, but this will be kept 
under review. 
 

Site Group & Base Staff Number 
of places 

Time 

Eppleby Preschool 
 

Mel and Carrie 8 9.15-2.45pm 

Eppleby Reception Mrs James & 
Mrs Taylor 

8 9-3pm 

Tyas Year 1 - Hall 
 

Miss Bartle & 
Mrs Clarke 

15 9.30-3.15pm 

Tyas Key Worker Provision – 
Current Y4/5 Rooms 

Mr McCulloch & 
Mrs Booth 

15 9-3pm 

Richmond Key Worker Provision x 2 Staff from all three 
schools (fixed rota) 

30 
 

7.50-5.30pm 

 
In line with government guidance, children can only be a member of one ‘Bubble’ and 
cannot attend different sites or different Bubbles on different days. 
 
As you can see, we have now introduced a Key Worker Provision at our Middleton 
Tyas site from 9-3pm - This will open on Monday 8th June. Key Worker families who 
need Wraparound care are still able to access the provision at Richmond.  
 
Going forward, we will keep reviewing the situation, especially with a view to opening 
to additional children, when we have more staff available, and when the Trust deem 
that it is safe for us to do so. I will, of course, keep you fully informed. 
 
If you have further queries, the best way to contact us is by email: 
efadmin@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org or mtadmin@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org 
 
I am truly sorry for the distress that this situation has caused for some families. Thank 
you so much to all of those families who have sent such lovely messages of support at 
this difficult time. We really do appreciate your patience and understanding. Take 
care, stay safe and keep washing those hands! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

KWilliamson 
 

Mrs K. Williamson, Executive Headteacher 
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