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THE WEEK IN REVIEW
Dear Parents and Carers,
Isn’t it lovely to see some sunshine! We have definitely been enjoying noticing some signs of Spring at our schools this
week. Do remember to keep visiting the blog to see some wonderful photos of our learning.
At Eppleby, the children have been enjoying the warmer weather and looking out for signs of Spring. Preschool are already preparing for a very special day at the end of this month by making pictures using sticking, painting and drawing
techniques and talking about how special their mummies are. In Reception class, they have been on a Spring hunt and
discovered blossom, a ladybird, a butterfly and lots of spring flowers and listened carefully to the birds singing. They have
also noticed how much warmer it is, with many more children choosing to play outside.
This week Year 1 have been learning all about nouns. They made their own ‘noun town’ to help them remember a noun is
a naming word. In art the children explored the work of Paul Klee and had a go at making their own ‘colour chaos’
paintings. They also celebrated the start of Spring, with a Spring scavenger hunt, observing all of the wonderful changes
the new season has already brought to our school grounds.
This week in Year 2, they have been talking about 'greater than' and 'less than' in Maths and using the correct symbols to
compare numbers. They have been learning about Victorian inventions as part of their 'Cracking Ideas' topic and
they have drawn images of our favourites. In RE, they have been discussing the meaning of forgiveness and they have
made some pink blossom hearts for their 'Forgiveness Tree'.
The Year 3 children have been particularly enjoying their science. They have been investigating how fossils are formed.
One of the children found a small stone with some tiny fossils in the school grounds. They went on a fossil hunt and found
several more stones with fossil coral in. They took some photographs and magnified them to see the fossils in more detail.
They turned out to be ‘crinoids’ which are about 200 million years old – How exciting! We also need to say a big ‘Well
done’ to the Year 3 children who took part in the Cricket Festival today at Richmond High School. We were very proud of
them!
In Year 4 this week, they have been continuing with their class novel 'When the Mountains Roared' and have been acting
out various parts of the story using freeze frames! In Science, they have been looking at the length of the digestive system
and the children had to predict how long they thought it was. They then found out how long an average man's digestive
system is. Do ask them all about it as they were very shocked with the results!
One of the highlights in Year 5 this week has been designing beautiful stained glass windows to reflect key parts from the
Easter story. The children have also been using biscuits to create the different phases of the moon and showed great team
work during their PE session in the Spring Sunshine on Thursday.
Year 6 have had another busy week. They have been studying how important the resurrection is to the Christian faith.
They have also been looking at reasoning and problem solving activities to do with fractions.
Looking forward to next week, we have parent teacher consultations. This is a great opportunity for teachers to discuss
with you how well your child is doing and also to share the next steps in their learning. Do make an appointment to see
your child’s class teacher if you haven’t already done so. Some of the Year 3 and 4 children are also looking forward to the
‘Quick Sticks’ hockey tournament on Wednesday.
For day-to-day enquiries please contact the school office or speak to your child(ren)’s class teacher. As you know, I
work for the Federation for 50% of the week and share my time between school sites, so am not always available. Do
remember that our Head of School, Mrs McLean, can be contacted on a daily basis if necessary.
I look forward to seeing you in school soon.
Kindest regards,

Mrs K. Williamson,
Executive Headteacher

INFORMATION
DIARY DATES - DATES IN RED ARE EVENTS RUN BY THE FRIENDS
Monday 25th March to Wednesday 27th March - Parent Consultation Evenings
Wednesday 27th March - Quicksticks Hockey at Richmond School
Thursday 4th April - Disco at Middleton Tyas, Reception/KS1 3:30 - 4:30pm, KS2 4:45 - 5:45pm
Friday 5th April - Bake Sale after school at both settings
Tuesday 9th April - Reception watching dress rehearsal of Jonah and the Whale at Middleton Tyas 2pm
Wednesday 10th April - Y3/4 performance of Jonah and the Whale at 2pm and 6pm
Thursday 11th April - Easter Service for Y1-Y6 at St Michael and all Angels Church, Middleton Tyas at 2pm
Friday 12th April - Easter Service for Preschool and Reception at St Cuthbert’s, Forcett at 9:15am
Friday 12th April - Schools finish for the Easter break
Tuesday 30th April - Schools open for children
Tuesday 30th April - UKMT Junior Maths Challenge
Thursday 2nd May - Year 5 Science Transition at Richmond School
Monday 13th May - Group photographs at Eppleby Forcett
Week Commencing Monday 13th May - SATs week
Thursday 6th June and Friday 7th June - BAG2SCHOOL at Eppleby Forcett and Middleton Tyas

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Do you think your child may be entitled to Free School
Meals?
Every child in Reception to Year 2 are entitled to Universal
Free School Meals.
If you have a child in our schools and feel you fit any of
the criteria listed below it would be worth applying for
Free School Meals, even if your child is in Reception, Y1 or

NUTS!
As you are aware we are ‘Nut Free’ schools.
Please can you ensure that children do not
bring in any products that may
contain nuts.

This includes all variants of
Chocolate Spread.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
To qualify for free school meals you must fulfil one of the following criteria:









Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by
earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per month);
Income Support;
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance;
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance;
Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;
The guarantee element of Pension Credit;
Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual household
gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or
Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit.

Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers' Allowance do not entitle you to claim free school meals.
If you meet the criteria, apply by clicking here to use the online application form.
Applications are usually processed within five working days. You will be notified in writing, either by post or
email, if your child is entitled and we will also let the school know. You should continue to pay until confirmation
comes through. before a free school meal can be provided.
If you are not entitled to free school meals, you will be notified in writing.

ATTENDANCE

Well done to Year 5 for an outstanding 100% attendance this week.

Remember that every day counts!

SUPERSTARS

Well done to our Superstars
this week who received
certificates in worship today.

EASTER HOLIDAYS
Just a reminder that we break up for Easter on Friday 12th April and return to school on Tuesday
30th April.
County Durham and Northumberland have different school holidays to us again this time.
Many thanks

ACHIEVEMENTS, GOOD DEEDS & REQUESTS
ESSENTIAL ITEMS FOR HOMELESS PEOPLE
Millie, who is one of our pupils in Year 6, has started collecting essential items for the homeless
people in our community.
We commend Millie for her care and compassion and would like to do all we can to help her in
this selfless act.
Millie is looking for donations of the following items;


Hats



Gloves

Scarves

Toiletries
If you are able to donate any of these items, please can they be sent
into school and given to your child’s teacher.


We’re sure you will agree that it is a very worthy cause and deserves our support.
IRISH DANCER IN OUR MIDST

SCHOOL LUNCH MONEY

A huge well done to Lillie as she did her first
Irish Dance Festival last weekend.

Please can all parents with children in
Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 ensure
they login to ParentPay and pay for
school lunches.
All lunches must be paid half termly in
advance.
The amounts are as follows;
Daily = £2.50
Weekly = £12.50
This Half Term = £75.00

Lillie has only been doing Irish dancing, with
Tiery School of Irish Dance, for about 8
months and this was her first festival in front
of 300 people!
Congratulations Lillie, you should be so proud
of yourself.

SCHOOLSHOP
We know it is early but Schoolshop have set a cut off
date to order uniform for September.
The last day for ordering is 7th August 2019.
For all orders you can visit their website;

www.school-shop.co.uk
Alternatively you can phone them on;
01904 607331
Thank you

NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS
HELP NEEDED

SCIENCE WEEK

We are looking for helpers for the following events;

Thanks for all your help in
raising money for our
schools, as it meant that
we were able to donate
money towards the
Science Week activities in
school last week.

Thursday 4th April - We need 4 parent helpers at both
disco sessions. 3:30pm-4:30pm and 4:45pm-5:45pm.
Friday 5th April - Bakers for the Bake Sales which will
be held after school at both settings.
Wednesday 10th April - We need helpers to sell raffle
tickets and serve refreshments at the Year 3/4 performances. 2pm and 6pm.
Any offers of help would be very much appreciated.
If you can spare some time
please contact us via either
school office, Facebook or
email. Alternatively you can
chat to any of us before or after
school. Rachel, Sima and Jenny
are normally in Middleton Tyas
playground and Nikki and Abby
are normally at Eppleby.
Many thanks in advance.

DISCO
The discos are fast
approaching.
Please remember to
send your forms back
to school by Thursday
28th March.
All payments need to
be made online via
ParentPay.
Thanks.

BAKE SALE

SAVE THE DATE AND MEETING

COMMUNITY
DANCING FOR ALL

PILATES FOR ALL

RICHMONDSHIRE MUSEUM EVENTS

CYCLE ROAD SAFETY TRAINING
A cycle course for children aged 7+.
It is suitable for anybody who is a little nervous
but it is not for beginners, as the sessions are
road based.
There is just a £5 booking deposit.

