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Vision: 
By the time children leave our school we want them to have high standards of literacy; to be 
equipped with a strong command of the written and spoken word and have a love of 
literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. 

 
Aims of English Teaching and Learning: 
It is our aim for children to: 

 Use language to communicate confidently with other individuals, in small and 
large group situations and in a variety of contexts.    

 Develop a passion for reading which inspires them to read for enjoyment, interest, 
understanding and study. 

 Communicate effectively and confidently in writing in a wide variety of forms 
appropriate for different purposes and audiences. 

 Be confident spellers, able to attempt unfamiliar words using a variety of 
strategies. 

 
We will provide: 

 A rich language environment which not only stimulates and supports each child’s 
language development, but also reflects the rich and diverse society in which we 
live. 

 An integrated programme for English teaching and learning which ensures a broad 
and balanced range of experiences for every child, catering for a range of learning 
styles.   

 Well-planned units of work, inspired by quality texts which ensure continuity, 
progression and differentiation and which meet children’s learning needs. 

 
Planning and Teaching the English Curriculum: 
In the Foundation Stage, teachers will support children’s learning and competence in 
communicating, speaking and listening, being read to and beginning to read and write. 
They will also give children the confidence, opportunity, encouragement, support and 
disposition to use the skills in a range of situations and for a range of purposes. Planning 
will be linked to the E.Y.F.S. area of learning for CLL (Communication, Language and 
Literacy) and driven by a book linked to their area of interest. 
 
From Year One onwards, the teaching and learning of English will be structured and 
organised in line with the National Curriculum, and with due regard to the needs of the 
children. 
 
Throughout Key Stage One and Key Stage Two, all English work is driven by quality, age 
appropriate, texts that, as much as possible, link to the topic being studied at that time. 
Through this approach, as well as providing many cross-curricular opportunities, children 
are provided with the deeper knowledge necessary to create insightful pieces of writing. 
 
The teaching and learning of our English curriculum is skills based, with these skills then 
applied in extended, genre specific pieces of writing, where a child can demonstrate 
their understanding of key concepts. 
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Where appropriate, opportunities to support the teaching of Christian and British 
Values are taken.  

Please see appendix 1 for Long Term Plans. 
 
 
 
Writing: 
Here at Trinity Academy Eppleby Forcett and Middleton Tyas, writing for purpose and 
audience is fundamental to the writing process. 
 
Throughout EYFS, children will be made aware that print carries meaning, and 
understand the purposes of writing. To promote emergent writing, children will be 
encouraged to ‘write’ independently and be asked to ‘read’ their writing to the teacher or 
teaching assistant. Opportunities are provided for independent mark-making and 
emergent writing in all free-flow activities. 
 
From Year 1 onwards, children’s writing is based around taught skills and is driven 
through a quality, age-appropriate text. Once children’s understanding of an individual 
objective is secure, this is applied into an extended piece of writing where their 
understanding can be demonstrated. Once an individual skill is secure, children should be 
continually applying it independently where appropriate (this can be ensure through a 
child-led success criteria).  
 
Children can have appropriate scaffolding at the beginning of a sequence of lessons, 
using vocabulary, grammar and structures of texts in their own writing, becoming owners 
of their learning towards the end of the series. 
 
At the start of the year, teachers work in collaboration with the children to set two 
individual writing targets. These are updated as appropriate, at least termly. The targets 
are displayed on a bookmark and are to be used whenever the children are writing e.g. 
across the entire curriculum. 
 
Grammar and Punctuation: 
Grammar and punctuation are taught both discretely and through writing sessions. It is 
the understanding of key grammar and punctuation skills that support our the 
development of our children as writers. 
 
Spelling: 
Use of phonics is the major focus for spelling development for Foundation Stage and 
Year 1. Additional support will be made available for Key Stage Two children who need to 
consolidate phonic knowledge.  
 
From Year 2 onwards, children take part in daily spelling sessions through the ‘Read, 
Write, Inc’ programme. These age related spelling rules are to be constantly revisited 
and revised to ensure their understanding is secure. Weekly spelling tests on these rules 
will support this approach. These weekly spelling tests are to be differentiated to support 
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all children, whilst testing the spelling rules taught (these rules may vary depending in 
individual ability). 
 
Within class, children will have their own ‘Try Book’ to act as a personal spell checker. 
Children write their attempt of a word, then have it checked by a member of staff. As 
children move through the school, children will be expected to use dictionaries 
independently to check spellings. 
 
A Spelling Bee will take place in years 1-6 on a half termly basis. This will be based on 
both the common exception words for each phase, and the spelling rules taught that half 
term. The 3 winners will be presented with a certificate as part of a celebration worship. 
 
Speaking, Listening and Responding, Group Discussion and Interaction 
The opportunity to speak and listen is fundamental to the development of literacy. 
English lessons provide opportunities for the incorporation of drama techniques into 
shared and guided sessions. Drama will be used as a tool to stimulate enthusiasm, 
promote interactive learning styles and promote empathy.  Drama should be used to 
spark interest and bring subjects to life. 
 
Children have the opportunity to read aloud, recite and learn poetry and participate in 
group and class discussions regularly. 
 
All children have the opportunity to perform in front of the whole school and parents 
through school productions and child participation in collective worship. 
 
Early Reading: 
Throughout Foundation Stage and Key Stage One, Phonics teaching is carefully planned 
and taught discretely based on the National Curriculum and Letters and Sounds. Daily 
teaching is engaging and multisensory. In Key Stage One children are taught phonics in 
differentiated groups to ensure that their needs are being met and addressed.  This 
knowledge is then applied through reading and writing independently and collaboratively 
throughout the day.   
 
Reading: 
Here at Trinity Academy Eppleby Forcett and Middleton Tyas, reading for pleasure is at 
the heart of all we do. 
 
We encourage children to: 

 Read independently, confidently and fluently both aloud and silently for 
increasingly sustained periods of time. 

 Read a wide range of texts including fiction, non-fiction, and poetry, developing 
their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness. 

 Be able to choose their own reading materials both for information and for 
pleasure, and evaluate and justify their preferences. 

 Use their reading skills across the curriculum. 
 Be able to orchestrate a full range of reading cues (phonic, graphic, syntactic, 

contextual) to monitor their reading and correct their own mistakes.  
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 Be taught to navigate texts e.g. skimming, scanning, information retrieval, 
visualising and predicting. 

 Be taught comprehension strategies e.g. speculating, deducing, inferring, 
interpreting, making connectives and authorial intent. 

 Develop responses e.g. likes, dislikes, puzzles, questioning, re-evaluating, 
connecting with own experience and the wider world, empathising, referring to 
text to support views, considering overall impact. 

 
Children will be surrounded by high quality books and reading material, and encouraged 
to browse and select from the earliest stages.  
 
Group / Whole Class Reading: 
Each class takes part in guided reading sessions. 
 
In Key Stage One, children take part in guided reading discussions and activities that are 
linked to their reading ability and enhance their comprehension skills and unpick the 
language and vocabulary used.  
 
In Key Stage Two, children take part in inclusive whole class guided reading sessions 
that enable every child to discuss, in detail, a shared text and answer complex questions 
about it.     
 
Reading is taught discretely across school through guided reading and whole class 
sessions. Children have access to high quality age & phase-appropriate reading 
resources. All children read daily and access a combination of 1:1, independent, shared 
and/or small group reading activities where the focus moves from decoding and 
comprehension in EYFS and KS1 to comprehending complex texts in Year 6. 
 
Individual Reading: 
Children who do not have the opportunity to read with adults at home and who need 
more support in the reading will read to teachers, TAs and other adults as they are 
available whenever possible.  Any reading done at school is recorded in each child’s 
individual Home School Learning Journals with an appropriate positive comment.  
 
All children are encouraged to read at home frequently, with adults at home recording 
children’s achievements in the Home School Learning Journals. Once Children have 
finished their book they can choose a new one; thus encouraging experience of a broad 
range of texts. Children are encouraged to choose their own books from a selection at an 
appropriate level.   
 
Library: 
All classes are to have a timetabled slot per week in the library. Children can borrow 
books one at a time, with class teachers and library monitors being responsible for record 
keeping. 
 
Handwriting: 
Throughout our school, children are taught to write in a cursive style. This begins in our 
Foundation stage, where children look are the shapes and patterns of letters. 
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Once a child is deemed to have ‘perfect’ handwriting they are presented with a 
handwriting licence and are able to write in pen. 
 
Role of parents: 
The role of parents in their children’s education has long been recognised as a significant 
factor in educational success and school improvement (Epstein, 1996, Safran, 1996). At 
Trinity Academy Eppleby Forcett and Middleton Tyas, we want to build on our 
relationships with parents by celebrating children who read regularly at home. Parents 
are invited to support their children with their homework homework on a weekly basis 
(including reading and spelling). 
 
Assessment: 
Please see separate Assessment policy 
 
Monitoring: 
English provision will be monitored by: 

 Termly learning walks focusing on writing, reading and speaking & listening 
 Book scrutinies  
 Pupil interviews 
 Collecting and reviewing of data 

 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the Feedback and Marking, and 
the Equal Opportunities policies. 
Appendix 1 - Planning documents 


