
Trinity Academy Eppleby Forcett & Middleton Tyas  

Marking Policy 
 

Writing – All subjects 

 

We expect that every piece of work will have evidence of feedback whether it be child, peer or 

teacher. 

This is our guidance for ‘deep’ marking which we would expect to see once per half term. 

The teacher will highlight to show what the child has done well (Limit the amount to three per 

piece of work). 

The teacher will mark errors selectively in the child’s work using a green pen and this will vary 

depending on the age of the child. The child will respond to this marking in purple pen. 

 

Symbol Meaning Key Stage One Key Stage Two 

Sp Spelling error On the word In the margin  

~ General error – this will cover errors in 
grammar, punctuation or tense. 

On the word In the margin 

 

Teachers will then write a next step at the end of the work which indicates what the child needs 

to do next. This could be compositional (e.g. More effective adjectives, more variety to sentence 

structures etc.) or more technical (e.g. Full stops, commas for fronted adverbials, speech 

punctuation etc.) 

Teachers will be selective in this comment because it should be achievable and progress should be 

visible in subsequent pieces of work.  

 

Editing 

All children from Year 3-6 are expected to edit and revise their work using purple pen. Year 1 and 

2 will start to edit and improve using the purple pen with the expectation that all children will edit 

by the end of Key Stage 1. 

 

In Key Stage One, this will be used more to ‘check’ their work for errors. This may be based on 

feedback from an adult in that lesson or through self-editing. Children will have 5-10 minutes at 

the end of a task to complete this. 

 

In Lower Key Stage Two, this will be used both for proofreading and for improving the quality of 

the piece. Again, children may edit based on adult feedback, reading their own work or working 

with a partner to give feedback. 

 

In Upper Key Stage Two, children should be comfortable with the idea of editing and will be 

expected to constantly re-read and revise their work using a purple pen. The timing of this will be 

flexible. The teacher may use ‘polishing pauses’, where children have a break from writing and 

edit what they have written so far. This may be independent, with a partner or an adult. Teachers 

may also use ‘Editing Stations’ to help children focus on their editing strategies.  

 

Maths 

Wherever possible, teachers should mark Maths during the lesson with children acting upon 

mistakes immediately. Children should be taught to mark their own work or a partner’s.  



Teachers mark in green, using a tick for a correct answer and dotting incorrect answers. As 

children correct these answers, the teacher uses a tick and a c. 

Children will respond to marking in purple. 

 

Responding to marking 

Children should be given immediate opportunities to respond to feedback. This should be 

completed as soon as possible before children have started any new pieces of work. If the teacher 

has marked an incomplete piece of work, then it may be more appropriate to respond to feedback 

in the lesson before continuing.  

 

 

Marking Symbols 

 
Sp 

Spelling error to be looked up and corrected for some pupils a 
wiggly line will be put underneath the error 

~~~ General error- grammar, punctuation or tense 

S Supported work 
 

VF Verbal feedback 
 

 
 

Next steps 

Mathematics 

 Correct  

. Incorrect, try again 

. c A completed correction 
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