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Friday 5th July 2019 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Proposal to change to a new finish time of 3.00pm at our Trinity Academy 
Eppleby Forcett Setting 
  
As mentioned at our new starter meeting, I am writing to propose a new finish time at 
Trinity Academy Eppleby Forcett.  We are proposing to streamline the school day to ensure 
that we provide equal and clear teaching and learning sessions that give the children the 
optimum amount of time and opportunity to learn and progress. 
 
The change, alongside the rationale for changing are set out below: 
 The youngest children are currently in class longer than the older children.   

 The children do not have set break times as their day is all play based.  They are 
continually learning.   However, we must be mindful of the impact this has on the 
staff working within Eppleby Forcett. As Eppleby Forcett is just one class, extra 
staffing for a break is impossible, as there are not enough staff to give each other a 
break.  It is quite onerous working all day without a break.  

 Half of the class leave at 3.00pm to go to Middleton Tyas, which can prove to be 
disruptive to the children left behind.   

 To ensure the shared provision across both schools is fair and that all children access 
the same amount of education in class. 

 It still provides enough time, for parents transporting between the two settings, to 
get to the destination school safely and on time. 

 
Proposal: 
 The school day for Reception will continue to start at 9.00am at Eppleby Forcett (soft 

start entry from 8.50am). 
 The school day for Years 1 to Year 6 at Middleton Tyas will continue to start at 

8.45am (gate opens at 8.35am). 
 The school day for Reception will end at 3.00pm but will not reduce any 

opportunities for learning given that half the class leave to travel to Middleton Tyas 
at 3.00pm. 

 There will continue to be an after school club, which will start at 3.00pm for 
Reception children. 

 The hours of the Preschool will not change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Why change the day from its current format? 
The need for change has been agreed by the school’s leadership as a result of the 
following: 
 
Research of other schools 
Very few Reception classes finish at 3.30pm. In some schools, a staggered end of day is 
fundamental to enable parents to collect children from different schools.  This also is a 
factor in reducing car-parking problems at some schools. 
 
Pupil Progress and attainment  
We are committed to the progress and attainment of ALL our pupils and wish to ensure 
that they all have an equal opportunity to good quality teaching within the classroom. We 
have to remember that these are the youngest children across the schools and some 
children at this early age do find it a very long day and become tired and disconnected by 
the end of the day. It would be a benefit to some children if they had a reduced timetable. 
Having noted learning and behaviours over the past year, this time after 3pm is not 
conducive and rather restrictive due to less than half the class remaining. 
 
 
How will we ensure the changes made will run smoothly without disruption? 
 
After School Club 
The superb after school club provision will be extended from 3pm until 5.30pm every day 
at Eppleby Forcett School.  A wide range of activities are offered at the club; however, if 
quiet time is preferred at the end of the day the children can relax in a quiet area with a 
book.  We do offer a reduced price short session in the after school club the end of the 
school day for parents of children whose older siblings arrive on the bus from Middleton 
Tyas at 3.50pm. 
 
The Bus 
The School bus will continue to run and will collect the children from Eppleby Forcett at the 
normal time of 3pm to transport them to Middleton Tyas for the end of the school day 
there.  
 
 
Consultation 
It is important that the Governing Body receives any parent’s views as part of the 
consultation exercise that we are undertaking. Once the consultation process is completed, 
the Governing Body will decide whether any or all of the changes to the school day will 
take place with effect from September 2019.  This consultation will take place between 5th 
to the 12th July 2019. 
 
I would be very grateful if you could complete the attached form and return it to school by 
Friday 12th July.  Should you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact 
the school. I will be in contact with you all once a decision has been reached. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
Mrs K. Williamson, Executive Headteacher 



 

 
 
 
 

Proposal to change to a new finish time of 3.00pm at 
Trinity Academy Eppleby Forcett  

 
 
I/We have read the rationale behind the reason for the change as outlined in the letter 
provided and understand this will not reduce the educational learning time of the children. 
 
 
I/We *agree/*do not agree (*please delete as appropriate) to the school finishing time 
moving to 3.00pm with effect from September 2019.  If you do not agree to the change, 
it would be appreciated if you could outline your reasons in the box below. 

 

 
 
Please return this form either by post to the school or email to 
efadmin@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org by Friday 12th July 2019.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
Name of child: …………………………………………………………………………….….. 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Print: ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date: ………………………………………………………………………………………………  

I/We do not agree for the following reasons: 

mailto:efadmin@trinityefmt.dalesmat.org

