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School context 

The school is a very small rural primary school situated in a village between Richmond 

and Darlington. It serves both the local village as well as neighbouring rural hamlets. 

Almost all pupils are White British. The proportion of pupils who count for extra pupil 

premium funding is lower than most schools, as is the proportion of pupils with special 

educational needs. Until July 2015 there were 26 children (from EYFS to Year 6) on roll 

taught in two classes. The school has been Federated with a larger primary school – 

Middleton Tyas CE Primary School under an Executive Head teacher since September 

2014. In September 2015 the school became an Early Years Setting. There are 12 children 

(7 EYFS children and 5 Y1 pupils). Eleven Y2 –Y6 pupils are now taught at the federated 

school. KS2 children are taken down and back by minibus daily. 
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The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Eppleby Forcett as a Church of England 

school are outstanding. 

 The commitment of the school to parents and carers and families is exemplary 

and as a result children’s progress and their well-being is excellent.  

 The contribution of foundation governors and clergy ensures that the school’s 

Christian character is secure and sustainable for the future. 

 Pupils develop the ability to understand and celebrate diversity in all its forms as a 

result of the many partnerships and curriculum they experience. 

Areas to improve 

 To develop an area for reflection outdoors on each school site. 

 To incorporate aspects of the Anglican tradition more often in collective worship. 

 

The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding at meeting 

the needs of all learners 

Christian values are deeply embedded in the life of the school. Children speak 

confidently about why they chose the six Christian values that they feel represent the 

school. Children from Early Years to Year 6 selected respect, perseverance, responsibility, 

friendship, trust and forgiveness. Christian values have a significant impact on all aspects 

of school and home life and especially on relationships and behaviour. Children give 

examples of when they have forgiven a friend or family member because that is what 

Jesus would have done. They have a secure knowledge of Bible stories and do not 

hesitate to give examples of why the values are distinctively Christian. The Children also 

wrote a nine point mission statement which illustrates the values in practice. For example 

‘we are kind and friendly to each other’. Children’s behaviour is of the highest standard 

and visitors often comment on their courteous attitude to others. This and the strong 

and sensitive relationships between everyone associated with the school is attributed to 

the Christian ethos. Parents say they very much appreciate the care and consideration 

given to them, and their children, for example if they have an accident. Children care for 

each other and help each other out as a matter of course. The children know that they 

are seen as individuals and even the youngest children understand that everyone has 

different needs. They know they will be asked to do different things according to their 

individual skills and talents and interests. As a result children feel secure and make 

excellent progress. From the youngest age children develop a high degree of respect for 

diversity. RE makes a strong contribution to the school’s Christian character. Lessons 

challenge the children to think about stereotypical views of other religions. Visits to a 

range of places of worship have a significant impact on shaping the curriculum. For 

example a visit to a Hindu temple gave the children the opportunity to compare the 

different features of different religions. Older children were also able to identify and 

understand the basis of the differences between Buddhism and Christianity. Children’s 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is excellent. Children’s excellent singing 

reflects the mood of the hymn or song and the Forest School initiative has enabled 

children to understand the beauty of nature. However, there are no reflective areas 

outdoors in either school. Fundraising for the Amala Orphanage in India has enabled the 
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children to develop a real understanding and commitment to those less fortunate than 

themselves.  

The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding 

Collective Worship is highly valued in the life in the school. The philosophy underpinning 

worship is one of coming together to communicate with each other and with God. One 

pupil commented that it was ‘like being closer to God’. It is rooted in the Christian faith 

Christian values are ‘alive’ in the way pupils behave towards each other and Biblical 

material is used with significant impact. Consequently, worship is inclusive and enjoyed 

by all. Pupils are very attentive and eager to participate, for example, young children use 

sign language as they sing. A very spiritual atmosphere in collective worship is created 

and maintained by the very high expectations set for behaviour and the lighting of a 

candle with three flames to represent the Trinity. In conversation, older children showed 

that they clearly understood the Trinitarian nature of worship. Key Stage 2 pupils said 

that they enjoyed planning and leading worship. As a result of their understanding about 

the role of worship they are able to evaluate acts of worship in a very meaningful way. 

For example, records show that children had thought about the impact an act of worship 

might have on other children’s lives and behaviour. A parent commented that her 

daughter decided to go and say a prayer while on holiday. The impact of worship 

particularly on pupil’s social, moral spiritual and cultural development is excellent. The 

prayer tree in the hall contains butterflies with thoughts and wishes written or drawn on 

them. These are read by the children sometimes in collective worship. Services in both 

parish churches are held frequently and very well attended by families. Sometimes 

children are taken by staff to join in with the congregation at a Sunday service. The vicar 

or a foundation governor lead collective worship each week and careful thought has 

been given recently about how to how to present the concept of Good Friday to young 

children. However, although the school bases collective worship on the liturgical 

calendar aspects of the Anglican tradition could be developed further. Each year pupils 

take part in two religious productions and during the inspection the older children 

observed proudly rehearsing Daniel and the Lion. Although there are small areas for 

reflection inside the building there are no established opportunities for quiet reflection 

outdoors.  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church 

school is outstanding 

The executive headteacher is a highly effective experienced leader who has secured the 

future of this very small school to the relief and delight of the village community. 

Transition to the current arrangement of pupils has been exceptionally effective. Children 

have maintained high levels of achievement throughout this process. Close attention has 

been paid to effectively addressing the areas for improvement set at the last inspection. 

In particular, the work of the school to increase the children’s awareness of the global 

community has widened the children’s horizons and they were inspired by a visit from a 

teacher from the partner school in Kenya. The federation of the school with the larger 

Church of England primary school has also added considerably to the effectiveness of 

both schools. This arrangement is set to continue to enhance the development of both 

schools as a church schools because the federated governing body includes active, and 

knowledgeable governors from two parishes. The governing body communicates and 
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takes account of the views of the communities exceptionally well. Strategic direction is 

strong and clear based on this information. The pre-school has been welcomed into the 

school building and partnership is set to become closer from September when governors 

take full management responsibility. The Christian vision is clearly specified both in 

documentation and on the website. The curriculum is rich and as such enables pupils to 

think deeply and debate ‘big questions’ in order to come to their own conclusions. For 

example, the impact of the multi-cultural nature of British society and British values. Self-

evaluation has recently been reviewed and is now more insightful and extensive. It 

ensures that the needs of all groups of learners are identified and met. Monitoring by 

governors is strong because governors gather information first hand. Evaluation is 

contributed to by experienced middle leaders who are expert in the leadership of RE and 

collective worship. The RE and collective worship leader has made maximum use of 

visiting the federated school to share and improve practice and there is a firm 

commitment from senior leaders to diocesan training for all staff. 

 SIAMS report March 2016 Eppleby Forcett CE (C) Primary, Eppleby, DL11 7AY 

 


