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Thanks for coming to the Friends AGM, for the 2017-18 school 
year.  
 
My first year as Chair has been a fantastic one and I have thoroughly enjoyed the privilege 
this brings. I’ve been lucky enough to work with an amazing group of parents. Providing it is 
acceptable to the Friends, I intend to continue in this role until July 2019.  
 
This year saw a rebrand of Friends, going from Friends of the Federation (FOTF) to The 
Friends of Trinity Academy Eppleby Forcett and Middleton Tyas or Friends for short.  
 
The Friends had an amazing year from September 2017 to July 2018. We kept our favourite 
events running and introduced some new ones.  PTA and volunteer organisations often 
struggle to attract helpers and to establish a broader network of support and new members, 
but this year the Friends saw a number of new faces helping at events and attending 
meetings. We are extremely lucky to have you on board. 
 
The key to our success this year has been working on organising fundraising events that we 
know the children love. The discos are always popular and we held 2 this year having had to 
cancel the February one at short notice, due to clashes with school diary. The Film nights are 
always well attended and we held one every term last year. Two new events took place at 
the Eppleby setting: in November the Friends supported the Bedtime Stories event, serving 
hot chocolate to all the children and teas and coffees for the parents and in March we 
helped out at the Exciting Experiments event.  
 
Our volunteers help at all the school productions and last year was no exception. Friends 
served refreshments and held raffles at the Nativity production at Eppleby Forcett and all 6 
productions at Middleton Tyas (Christmas for yrs 1 and 2, Easter for yrs 3 & 4 and the Yr5 & 
6 summer ones).  
Friends also served refreshments at Sports Day to parents and we were lucky to have scones 
freshly baked by Mary at Eppley Tea Rooms to serve up too. At these events, we ask parents 
for donations to Friends and they always give generously.  
 
The Friends also run events which are open to the wider community. We held 2 Bingo 
nights, one at Middleton Tyas in February and one in Eppleby Village Hall in April and both 
were great successes.  
Our major fundraisers, the Christmas Extravaganza in early December and the Summer Fair  
in June were also well supported by parents and the local community. The Summer Fair was 
a wonderful day and we introduced a number of new stalls including the Kebab hut, and the 
bar! We made nearly £1000 more this year than ever before.  



A new initiative, the hiring out of Nativity costumes for a small donation, was set up and a 
few parents took advantage of this.  
We also held two Bag2school events, which were our best collections for a long time. I came 
into school at the start of the year and gave a presentation to the children during an 
Assembly about where their clothes went after they were collected. This and the fact that 
we held a class competition to see which class could bring in the most bags contributed to 
the success. The Christmas Cards and wrapping paper initiative was also popular.  
 
I am delighted to be able to report that our total income for the year was over £10,000 the 
main income coming from the Christmas and Summer Fairs. We were also given a cheque 
donation of £500 to be put specifically towards the MUGA project. 
 
We were able to donate £5785 to school last year. We donated £5000 towards the Trim 
Trail at Middleton Tyas setting, Christmas gifts for every child in school (£300), donated 
£175 for the Art budget and £310 towards the new noticeboard. In addition (as you’ll see on 
this slide), we bought new Christmas decorations for both settings and handed out a free ice 
pop to every child at the Sports Day events.  We also have ongoing expenses such as lottery  
& bar licences as well as membership of PTA UK which provides us with the insurance we 
need to run events. 
 
Moving forward, we have already set aside a further £2000 on top of the £2000 pledged 
from 2016-17 year to the MUGA improvements.  Taking the total amount towards the 
MUGA to £4500. School have pledged £16,000 from the PE budget so with £20,500 already 
set aside we are in a very positive position to secure grant funding and complete the 
project. We are starting the year with a very healthy £6,909 in the bank.  
 
This year, we will continue to run our most popular events, and with the help of enthusiastic 
new volunteers we will be introducing some new ones like the forthcoming Wreath Making 
workshop in December.  We will also be holding a raffle in November for the chance to win 
a special gin advent calendar.  
We will continue to work hard to keep parents, children and staff informed and on board 
with our initiatives. This year we will be working with the children in the Junior Leadership 
Team for the first time, who we will look to for ideas and help with events.  
We will continue to contribute to the weekly newsletter, update our Facebook page and will 
be launching a Friends section on the new Trinity Academy website in due course. We also 
hope to have a parent class representative from every class which will be another way to 
speak to parents.  
We will regularly promote Easyfundraising and our other passive fundraising initiatives and 
we will be working extremely hard to secure some grants towards the MUGA upgrade.  
 
Finally, I’d like to say a few thank you’s.  
The Friends are not able to do any of this without the help and support of a great many 
individuals. I’d like to say a special thanks to Leanne Harknett, our Treasurer, for 5 years of 
dedication to the PTA and then the Friends.  I hope she will continue to support us by 
coming along to events and simply sitting back and enjoying them! 
A special thanks goes to all the staff who support the Friends. Those who supervise the 
children at film nights and discos and those who come along to our events and run stalls. In 



December, we said farewell to Mr Judd who, with Mr Gatrill’s help, had taken over Chair of 
FOTF when it was in danger of collapsing. He set up a number of our most popular events 
which we are still running now. I am very grateful for everything he did for the Friends.  
A special thanks to Clare who creates the school newsletter for taking the time to make the 
Friends’ section always look so good. I’d also like to thank her and Gemma for all the 
administration they do behind the scenes for us, in particular for sending out lots of 
reminders to parents! 
It has been a year of change at our schools, and I greatly appreciate the time and effort from 
Mrs Williamson, Mrs McClean and Mrs Spink who help ensure that we can have a really 
collaborative and mutually supportive relationship between the school and Friends.  
I’d also like to reiterate my thanks to all the parents who volunteer, who give donations to 
Bag2school, sign up to Easyfundraising, come along to events and provide great raffle and 
tombola prizes when asked.  
A special thanks to husbands and extended family members who’ve helped us this year, on 
the BBQs, putting up Gazebos, moving furniture and calling numbers at the Bingo nights. 
 
Thank you.  
  
I’d now like to call for nominations for the key roles for 2018-2019. 
 
 
 
 


